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February 21, 2016                                        Luke 13:31-35 

  

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. 

Herod wants to kill you.”  
32 

He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing 

people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 
33 

In any case, I must press on 

today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!  
34 

“Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 

children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 
35 

Look, your 

house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord.’” 

  

Frank Sinatra once sang a song called “My Way.”  It went . . .   

  

And now, the end is here And so I face the final curtain 

My friend, I'll say it clear I'll state my case, of which I'm certain 

I've lived a life that's full I traveled each and ev'ry highway 

And more, much more than this, I did it my way 

  

For what is a man, what has he got? If not himself, then he has naught 

To say the things he truly feels and not the words of one who kneels 

The record shows I took the blows and did it my way! 

  

Yes, it was my way 

  

In that last paragraph he contrasted his life to “one who kneels.”  Frank wanted the record to show that he would 

repent to know one, and if that was truly his attitude the record will do just that on Judgment Day.  Frank did it 

his way.  This is the worst thing that can happen to us.  This is what brings us to hell, when we have it our way.   

 

In today’s text the Pharisees warned Jesus that Herod wanted to kill Him.  Perhaps the Pharisees wanted Jesus 

to think that they were on His side, that they were looking out for Jesus’ best interest.  Yet what they really 

wanted was for Jesus to go away.  Since they couldn’t embarrass Him or catch Him in a blasphemous word, 

perhaps they thought that self preservation would do the trick.  Their will can be seen in all of humanity, to 

either tell Jesus to go away or to kill Him.   

 

Jesus was not so easily intimidated.  This wasn’t His first rodeo at being the object of hatred and death threats.  

His own townsmen tried to throw Him from a cliff.  It was a repeating theme in Jerusalem.  Jesus knew His 

history well.  Prophets were threatened and put to death there on a regular basis.  Jeremiah was a great example 

of that.  Jeremiah didn’t back down and neither would Jesus.  He would stay until He had accomplished what 

He came to do, no matter who wanted Him dead.   

 

Jesus compared the inhabitants of Jerusalem to little chickens, running around the farm yard looking for this or 

that.  He compared Himself to the mother hen.  Imagine the hen looking above and seeing the hawk soaring 

over - waiting to pounce on his prey.  The mother hen goes running out from shelter, risks life and limb and 

runs out into the yard with arms outstretched and calling to the chicks to get under her wings.   She shows a 

sense of bravery and urgency as she goes running about.   
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Jesus’ fellow Jews were like those helpless chicks.  The zealots were afraid of the Roman government.  The 

Pharisees were afraid of Jesus and the way that He called them out with their hypocrisy.  The Sadducees were 

afraid that Jesus would usurp their authority.  As Jesus healed people and proclaimed the Gospel more people 

were running to His wings of protection.  Even though He was reaching out to them and healing their sick and 

raising their dead, they considered him nothing more than an agitator and a rebel.  They wanted Him to leave.  

They wanted Him dead.   

 

So Jesus looked at the inhabitants of Jerusalem and pointed the finger at them.  He said, “You were not 

willing.”   He loved His fellow Jews and He was reaching out to them, but they were acting like senseless little 

chickens, oblivious to the dangers above.  It wasn’t just a matter of senselessness.  Jesus attributed it to their 

own sinful will.  They didn’t want to come under His wings.   

 

God created humans with a will.  When Adam and Eve decided to eat from the tree that will within humanity 

became stubborn and self centered.  It remains that way until the day we die.  Even as Christians we still have a 

sinful and selfish will that doesn’t like to do what God wants when God wants something that stands in your 

way.  Yet God’s Word is not weak and the Holy Spirit is no wimp.  When God speaks, His Spirit works to 

conquer your will.  He powerfully speaks against your selfishness.  He doesn’t allow for excuses.  He damns 

them and condemns you even for your good intentions.  So either one of two things will happen: either He will 

bring you to your knees so you plead for Jesus’ forgiveness; or you will tell Jesus to leave or try to kill Him.  

Whenever the Word is spoken you will either be softened or hardened.  You cannot remain the same.   

 

Jesus said that His fellow Jews would be punished even worse on Judgment Day.  Why?  Because they willfully 

defied the call of God to come under the wings of Christ.  You think of the priests and leaders over Jeremiah in 

our Old Testament lesson.  They wanted to kill Jeremiah.  That is a willful defiance.  John the Baptist was 

clearly the product of a miraculous birth.  Everyone knew he was a prophet.  Yet when he pointed people to 

Christ, the Sadducees and Pharisees refused to believe him.  They had seen Jesus perform awesome miracles yet 

they wouldn’t believe in Him.  The problem wasn’t with Jesus.  The problem was with their own stubborn 

refusal to believe. It was their own fault.   

 

Think about your own sinful nature.  You know the chores you are supposed to do.  You know your spouse 

doesn’t like it when you go out with certain friends.  You know your family wants you to come to church more 

often.  You know you should be more patient with your spouse.  What do you do with your conscience when it 

comes to these things?   You might start by feeling guilty and apologizing for what you’re doing wrong.  But if 

you keep on insisting on doing it your way, at some point, if you want to keep on doing what you’re doing, you 

will have to dig in your heels and say, “I don’t care what you say.  I don’t want to hear it anymore.”  It isn’t just 

a battle between an angel and a demon on each shoulder.  It is a battle against God.  When the Holy Spirit 

moves into your heart in your baptism He comes in to make changes.  He is forceful in His presence.  He 

doesn’t enter your life in order to be ignored, and certainly not to be defied.  He is very patient and forgiving 

and kind.  But do not think that God owes it to you to put up with this forever.     

 

The people of Jerusalem openly defied Jesus.  They would not let Him be their Messiah.  So He put the blame 

square on Jerusalem.  He called them out and called them offspring of Satan and hypocrites.  He told them they 

would be judged to hell on Judgment Day.  Some would have said, “Jesus, you’re being too harsh with them.  



3 

It’s no wonder they don’t want to follow you when you talk to them that way.”  But Jesus wasn’t afraid of their 

rejection.  He was forceful, but He needed to be.  They were being rebellious and defiant.  They needed to be 

boldly told to repent.  It wasn’t His fault they weren’t following Him.  It was theirs and He wasn’t afraid to tell 

them that.   

 

These little chickens are your children that are in their teens, 20’s, 30’s and even 40’s.  Mention something to 

their behavior or their church attendance and they’ll scowl and frown at you and say to you, “Don’t push me!”  

They’ll make you feel like you have to walk on eggshells around them if you want them to even think about 

ever going to church again.  They will terrorize you with their faith, making you afraid to say anything out of 

fear that they will walk out of the church and never come back.  They will be more than willing to blame you or 

the church or the pastor for “pushing too hard” or for “not understanding” them.  And all of that time the devil 

will loom overhead and laugh as they run into this danger and the next.  Jesus didn’t blame the hen.  You 

shouldn’t either.  He blamed the little chickens for one main reason - for exercising their sinful and rebellious 

will.  

 

It isn’t that God isn’t powerful enough or fast enough to grab hold of the little chickens.  But He wants to take 

care of us like a mother takes care of her child.  He wants to protect us and He wants to keep us safe.  He wants 

to feed us and care for us.  He’s provided a wonderful courtyard for us to dwell in full of grace and mercy and 

forgiveness.  He could grab all of us and put a big barb wire fence around us along with an impenetrable fortress 

overhead.  But then some might say we would feel like chained dogs instead of loved children.  So instead, He 

brings us into His presence with His mercy and grace.  He provides shelter and protection.  He plots out our 

lives and promises to give us strength to resist the temptations that come our way.  But He also He leaves the 

door open so we can leave.     

 

This reminds me of when the Israelites went into battle.  God gave them an interesting command.  He said to 

them in Deuteronomy 20,  

 

“Has anyone built a new house and not yet begun to live in it? Let him go home, or he may die in 

battle and someone else may begin to live in it. 6 Has anyone planted a vineyard and not begun to 

enjoy it? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else enjoy it. 7 Has anyone become 

pledged to a woman and not married her? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone 

else marry her.” 8 Then the officers shall add, “Is anyone afraid or fainthearted? Let him go home 

so that his fellow soldiers will not become disheartened too.” 

 

In other words, “If you don’t want to be in this battle then go home.  God can win the battle with little to none.  

He wants you, but He doesn’t need you.”  Isn’t that the same way He works with grace in Christ?   

 

It is an amazing thing what God allows these little chickens to do.  He allowed them to surround Jeremiah and 

He would have even allowed them to put Him to death.  He let the little chickens gang up against the mother 

hen, get on top of the hen and put her to death.  This is what our God did when He allowed Jesus to be put to 

death.  What is the even more amazing thing is that He allowed this rebellion in order for Him to save the very 

chicks that were defying Him and killing Him.  In fact, that was the only way that the mother Hen could 

ultimately get these rebellious chicks under His wings, was by stretching forth His arms and dying for them.  

Then they would see the full extent of His love.  Then they would know how serious He was about gathering 
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them home.  Then He could use that love and sacrifice to lure them under His wings with His forgiveness.  He 

keeps His arms open to them and welcomes them to come back, even after the most terrible rebellion of all.   

 

God is a gracious and a forgiving God.  He has already built a wonderful shelter and tabernacle for our souls in 

Jesus’ death and resurrection.  He brings us in His building in our baptism and clothes us in His righteousness 

and holiness.  He keeps us fed and nourished as we listen to His Word, sing His Word to each other in church, 

pray for each other, and receive the Lord’s Supper in the church.  He promises to guide our lives and never let 

us be tempted beyond what we can bear.  He wants us to stay here and enjoy His grace.  Yet so many choose to 

leave.  And all for what?  For a job?  For a sexual fling?  For entertainment?  They can blame the church and 

everyone else for their problems, but in the end Jesus will point the finger straight at them and shut their 

mouths.  He will say, “It’s your own fault.”    

 

What about you?  The doors are open.  If you want to leave you can.  If you want to go chasing after all of the 

pleasures of life feel free.  You can go too.  But know that outside of these doors there is no true freedom.  The 

slavery is out there in all of the pursuit of pleasures that never satisfy.  The consequences of hell will never be 

undone.  When the prodigal son left it only made him poorer and poorer and more and more miserable.  In the 

end his “freedom” enslaved him to want to live like a pig.   But he remembered His father’s graciousness.  He 

wanted to go back.  He would beg for mercy, nothing more.  Yet the father wrapped his arms in him and gave 

him so much more.   

 

When Jesus came to town the Pharisees wanted Him to run in fear that Herod’s will would be done to have 

Jesus put to death.  Little did they know that God could achieve His will through Herod and through them.  

Jesus didn’t run and hide.  He wasn’t afraid of death.  He had come to die and pay for the sins of the world.  His 

way was to save the world by His grace.  God’s will would be done.  Whether they liked it or not or wanted it or 

not, He did what they came to do.  Blessed is He who came in the name of the LORD.   

 

On Judgment Day we don’t want Jesus to say, “Your will be done.”  There is a reason we pray “Thy will be 

done” in the Lord’s Prayer.  It’s because God wants us to be saved.  He wants all to repent and believe in 

Christ.  We want God’s will to be done in us.  We want Him to conquer us and defeat our will.  We want Him 

to squash our selfishness, discipline us, do anything that needs to be done, so that we only cling to Christ.  His 

way is the only way.  He is the only way.  Amen.   


